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THE GIMTRAL BO.FD
UNTTEN STLPES TORCTS, ETROPFN THTATER
Arn 463
CPTMINGL JTMVESTIG TIQF
SwCTIOoN 1

TROSAIGRES NIPINMG QUERATIONS WM THITP NTPICI TVST =8

1. Iaitia) #istory. Prier to the invasion of the uropszan
gomtin.nt the Theater Frovost Marshal had 236 criminal investigation
agents asupervised by 20 officers who were alse eriminal investi«
gators, opsrating in the United Wingdcom. These criminzl invasti-
gation agents wire distriouted by unit as needed throughout the
Yiestzrn Base Yzetion, ZTastern Base Section, MNerth Ireland Base
Section, Southorn Base Section, and Contral Base Seetion which was
leccated in Londen, Mmgland. Staff control of theze secticns was
cxerelsed by the Criminzal Investigation Branch of the Military
Police Mivision, Office of the Theatsr Provost Marshal. Thi units
used in the Unitcd Kingdom at that time were the Type IT (RT) unit
compossd of tan agonts undor the supervision of a first lieutenant,
as preseribed in Table of Organization and Eguipment 19-700, datad
22 .pril 1Si)y. In addition to these units, a total of 26 individual
agents in eriminal investigaticn detachments were assigned to the
various headquarters in the United “ingdom., Turing the period of
Moy and Jane 194, six additional Type II (37) units were assigned
to the Ruropcan Theater, The personnel for the units wers sclected
Frem units and roplacement depote in the United Wingdowm, The 36
2zents attached to the varicus headquartors were absorbed by these
naits, This increase madc the total investipators in ths Buaropeaan
Thoater 260 =gunts and 26 officcrs, In Decembar 1944 the Type
IT (8T) units cxisting in the Turopean Theatur were onlargsd and
converted to li-man units comiand:d by a captain. This is the Type
IIT (3¢) unit ns prescribed in Tabie of Orgamization and Fguipment
19-520, dated 22 April 1944. Likewise in Teeember 1944 and January
1545, four more Type ITI (BY) units were activated, dcriving their
men from the qualificd pirsonnel in the Barepsin Theater. In “areh
and Lpril 145 nine additional Type TII (BY) units were activated.
By tho end of .pril 1945 there wore in the Surspom Theater
potentlally 5395 agents hsaded by 3 offic:r agsnts, the commnding
28fic ra of thelr rospoetive univs,

2, Supplys The obtaining of cporating supplics.for military
police investigation doitachmenty s found to he satisfactory with
the excuption of photopraphie eguipnont.  The equipment provided by
Table of Crganizaticn and Equipment 19-500, dated 22 april 1944 was
adequate, however many units could not cbtrin this equipr-nt after
reaching the Wuropenn Thestoer. Many units were forced to tumm in
thsir phetographic eguipment prior to cmbarkation lor the Turopcan
Theator, gincs at that time this equismoent wis on the high priority
list, . FPhotographic suprlies were unobtainablc, and this situation
versisted throughout the ontire operations.

3. Billcts and Messine, Paragraph ¢9, Ficld Mamial 10-5, dated
14 June 1644, states: MCrininal Investigntors should bz provided
seperate billets and separate mess. Living and dining with cth r
troops results in a losa of affzctiveness. ' In many instances agent s
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in units were required to mess and billst with the enlisted men of

military pclicz battalions. This procedure often resulted in 4k
lowering of prsstige and loss of efficiency in earrying cut an im
gation.” One criminal investigation unit attached to a :rj_li‘:;;‘y_nf\
battalion fer guarters, rations and administration nmcticall;f l-"
its identity as a separate unit. Agents were required to 3LEUTS
from the commanding officer of ths battalion to visit nsaroy teons

were required to mess at certain hours. Little crime preveniion '.'«'C;-é
was done under thesSe conditions and the outside coatacts with g ..
of information so necessary to successful work ware =ob 'n:;;ieu: Briress

4»  Uniforms and Credentials.? To more rexdily ageomplizh thelir
mission agents were given crzdentials and authorizsd o wear th:
ard. field uniform (but not the blouse) prescribed for civil
ruropean Theater and slso te wear eivilian clotking (plain o
During a2ctive operations eivilian elothing for the Est part -

worn in the Muropean Theatir except in the United ¥ingdem Basc Sestion
and in the Paris, France arca. "hen the civilian unifers wmas worn
91,S8.'s" viers preseribed to bo worn for collar orn
of rank was worn. Agents when so attired were add
and refcrrcd to as wigentr,

5s Linisond5Goopiration with other agencics was s
for the most part. Jeint investigations itk some agencics, no
with Counter Intelligernee Corps, British Speeial Inveostigaticn 3ranch,
local police ropresentatives (L.c. National Gondarueric, Suretts
Jational) wery frequently necessary. It was found that lieiscn with
thesc agencies was not only noceasary at high schelon lev:ils, but was
an absolute roguircment on the part of eiach 2nd eviry azent oporating in
the ficlds In cascs involving rape and allagoed raps it was oftin nse
pagomy, for the vietims and their clothing to b. examinsd by tho pir-
somitl of ficld, cvacuation and goncral hospitals loeated near the sednc
of the orimes. 4gents found it 2 good policy to maintain closc liaisen
ard fricndly relations with these hospitals,

3
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6, agsiznnent and Pistribution. (Criminal investigztion units
werc distridbuted by the Theater Provost ilarshal whore most needed,
taking into casideration the erime ratc throughcut the Ruropzm Thea~

tor and the fact that the numbor of eriminal investigntion unita -

Furoposmn The~tor as reflectod in roports rendored te the Theater Fro-
vogt Marskal's Officc. It is belicved that approximatily 75 ag.nts
arg requircd for 200,000 troops. A Criminal Investigation Typz IIT (BX)
unit can handlc betweoen 30 and 35 eases per nonthe  As of the 2hth ?f
Sepborbor 1944 = total of 20 Criminsl Investigaticn Typz 11 (B3) units
wore on the Huropean Continent and were distributszd awmcng Cezmnications
Zone sectiona and the arvics 25 follews;

INITS L2C.TICH
5 12th \rmy Group (at first attached, then
- assign<d to the armics)
2 loire Basc Sccticn
2 Scine Base Secbion
3 idvence Scetion, Cormmunications® Zeme
é Normandy Basc Section
3 Brittany Base Section
—i 0isc Bass Section
1 Channcl Base Seetion
1 1,aboratory - Cormuni cations Z-ne Head.

quaricrs, Paris,France (27th 1.P,0iT.52¢. )
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gix Criminal Investigation Type IT (BJ) units
Kingdom to be utilized in that base secticn.
later orgarized as Class IIT (BX) units, The five units assigned to
the 12th Army Group, subseguently attached and rcassigned to the armies
proved to be inadequate. As a consequence in November 1944, the 12th ’
Army Group urged all armies ©o utilize the organic crimifnal investi-
gation section within each military policc battalion for the investi.
gation of major erimes., Prior to this time thc functions of thise
sections had been lind ted to the investigation of minor ineid:onta,

This skift in the organization augmented the military policc eriminal
investigation sections already operating in the field. It is nobcd
that none of the military police criminel investigation seetions wore
allotted to corps or divisions during active operations. Tn many in-
stances, however, individuals of the eriminal investigation seccticas
were physically attached to corps hcadquarters by army to opsretc within
‘the corps arca and often in the division arca when requests for in-
vestigation of crime were'made S Experience indicated that the Class II
(BJ) and Class II1 (BK) units functioncd gencrally satisfactory for the
investigation of major crimes in the armics snd sections of the came
munication zone, but that they were inadeguate in numbor and discri-
butiond’ It further indicated that in a normal situation an army will
have an adcquate number and distribution of these units if it kas in
addition to the organic ssctions of three military police bettalions,
one Class III (BK) unit and each corps has one Class II (BJ)} unit.
Although nearly all digisions consulted expressed the nced for a crimi-
nal investigation unity it is believed thet due to thuir freguent
changes of areas, their nceds can best be taken care of by the corps
unite. Since base scetions of the cammnicatiomszone vary widsly in
naturc it appears that thoy should have Class III (BX) units as necdcd
and initially at the rate of 75 agents per 200,000 troops.

remained in the United
All of these units were

7. Duties. The duties of military police criminal investi-
gation units are specifically outlined in paragraph 97, Field Fanual
19-5,1 and were sufficiently broad in scope for continued operzations
in the Buropean Theater. Because of the lack of persomel the duties
assumed in the Buropean Theater were- for the most part limited to
the investigation of major crimes. There were altogether too many
petty thefts, minor incidents and lost property cases investigated
by criminal investigation agentsJ? This function is a matter per-
taining to military police and should be handled by them. Tk_zese
minor investigations had the tendency to detract from the major
function of criminal investigation vhich is the investigation of
major crimes. The tendency to assign this type of case ’f‘.o criminal
investigation agents was noticeable where a unit was ass:.Lgr.led I‘:?ther
than attached to a major subordinate command, where 2 criminal in-
vestigation officer was not assigned to the staff of the‘headquarters
and where the provost marshal was not fully acquainted Wl:tl’.l the'opera-
tions and functions of eriminal investigation units. Criminal in-
vestigation units scattered along the main supply routes did some N
erime prevention work to the extent that they surveyed SUDPIZ depots,
warehouses, and railway installations. Rec ormenda tions for L‘urther
protective measures as a result of these surveys were made by the
agents to the respective provost marshal of the arﬁa ca:manfi.. Re=
covery of property was largely left in the hands of other mlllta;'y
police units except in those many instances wl'.lere ths.recoven;to ‘he
stolen property was a result of =n investigatlon-. Th}s was g :n
case during the investigation of black mark et ?ctlvmtles. Tﬂe D=
prehension of wanted criminals and absentess Wl!‘;hcut }eave w2s
largely left in the hands of other military police units.
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a, Operatlons.'_ A3 a result of Letter, Office of the Treatep
provost r_r%rshal, Heacquarters, Mropesn Theater of Orzrati
auhjects TMOriminal Investigation Reports and Procsigrn;" dn
1% August 19442 and subseguent directives, ths opemti:r: <,)i' eri
investigation units was in general uniform throughout th; Euron'l
Thkenter. Az 2 rule when a single wnit was assigned initielily :c::':
hemdqunarters it operated from thet headquariers as 2 base and sé"*-
tered its agents throughout the arsa as the crime i | o
agents normelly operated in pairs, drove and nninteined t’*
v:hicles, lnvestigated the cases assigned to them, typed th
own easz reports, attended court mertial trials as re:,;ui*‘-.ﬁ, nd

rz
dgrad . dz2ily reports to the cemanding officer of thsir unis,
vorbal - or writton. The wearing of cancealed waapons by the n
wiag preseribed. In the opinion of :mny co.rman ing oflizars of
nal investigation units, an agent ones assigned = cas
with it regardless of whars it lecds him. This often
agent operating outside his om arez in anocther sectiocn of
catiors zono or arty aren. Tho ropid ehasge of army ani advane
tion boundaries during th: operations ersnted ths preb

<

sponsibility for such areas changed overnisht. 4s =
untouched cases were referred to the command t-king over
cemplete the investigation, Fowewver, agents assigned o
remainzd in the area to compl:itc the investization of thes
they had started., Criminal iusvestigation units wsr ot

an achelon of camnend below that of an ~rmy, Howevar,
investigation agents did operate witkin corps ¢
requested and when the oprerations psmitted.b i
nal investipation agants within cerps 2nd division araa
preblen of jurisdiction and control of th: agents' oper
cormiandars and their provest marshals naturally desired
of these agonts in their own hands, vhereas the provest
aryy was reluetant to do this. Corps provest mnrshils
with the responsinility of keeping their cormanding
a3 to the erime situction within their om =2rea ~ad v
demand x reports of nrogress ~nd case reporis from az
instance hourly reports on progress wehe requircd by
vost marshal, which report scriougly homperszd the progrss:
vestigntion, There was alse o marked tondency to assld
casea ~ud 3apecial inspecter gencral cases to eriminnl i
These difficultiea wers normally scitled thrcu
: forts of amy and corps provost marshnls.
nere reguired to rendor only 2 synopsis of 2 case ver

3
@
W
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manding general, Reports on progress wara xept o a:
corps provost marshals were more fully informed as te ths tm
tion of criminal investigation agsnts. As a guner:zl rul:z, ngsnts
furnished to corps wore not sufficient in mmiber to hondle All eTiNE
Ocecurring within the avsa.t

G fune-

9, Staff OFficer. "hen two or mors units were 2551& h
headquarters, oac unit normally operated fro: the healquartors te
and the others were seabbtored througheut the area s reguird. N
addition of more than onc unit to the headquarters crg’:ted tlﬂc prc"la"
of assignment of cases and the coerdination of t"e \‘\lll‘.t,s';ac:lVli}l.'Ts
in order bo scoure the greatest efficiency in thelr cperaticn, d‘-;u
major commands in the Earopean Theater haoadlsd thlsnprcnlu!?j 1:{) trT~'i-
ferent ways, Some aunexed the comnnding Offifa,r of one nofj;."th:h-:cb
anl investigition units and made bim 1 staff C.’Ifl%“'r e hw ot :.14',1:--,1;'
And assigned him to thi provost mirahal's office,2 This was nov =Rt
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satisfactory, as the commanding officer's time aken i
adrinistration of his own unit ond the supe;?gszzz 3‘5&2@%&6
ties. Othcr commands acquired a staff officer, tho was a c;iri“al
investigator and theroughly acquainied with the probvlen; that éu;h a
job entailed. This officer normally headed the crimipal investi-
gation branch of the provost marshal's office of the headm;arters
His dutics, generzlly, were as followsi B '

a. Tg‘ assign the investigation of all major erimss coming
to the attention of the provost marshal and to check each invasti-
cation.

b, To kcep complete records of all casss,

c. To render periodic recports and other informaticn as re-
quired and to keep the provost marshnl and the coimanding gencral in-
formed of the erime situation througheut the area,

d. To handlc and make distribution on 21l case reports rsn-
dered by the agents naking investigations.

@. To render to higher headguarters periodic ana special rew
ports cn crimes as required.

f, To maintain liaison and cooperation with Counter Intelli-
gence Corps, Military Government, Jdge advoeates, loenl polies, Britisk
Special Invastigation Branch and all other agencies =7ithin the =rca who
nay be intercsted in the investigation of crimes.

&« To maintain liaison vith adjzcent and higher headquartsrs
of the United States amy.

h. To make speeial, confidential, or periicular i.vesti-
gations when so dirocted by the cormmanding general of the zresa throuch
thc provost mmrshal,.

i« To recommend policy, orgianization, procedure =nd opsra-
tions on all matters pertaining to criminal iavestigation.

10. Reporting of (rimes and Serious Incidents. a. The iamedi-
ate roporting of serious incidents to the provost marshal was re.
quired by standing operating procedure in all armies and in the Qcm-
munications Zone, Reports were recsived from units, civiliar} polies,
Military Government, Counter Intelligence Corps, allicd police
ageneies, and casuals. Too often the report to the prov?st marshal
was anything but irmediate. This was particularly true in thfa E:ase
of offenses which came to the attention of Civil Afi‘ai?s o? }‘zlhtary
Government agencies. Difficulty was experienced in m'nntalnmg,
adeguase limison with Givil iffairs and Military Government uni t3
bscause of the lsck of adequate communication coupled with the fact
that the teams were constantly changing in the area. Aa a result teo
mary incidents were roported some 20 to 40 dws late, too late to
conduct jueh investigation on them. It was appa:.rcntly a4 common
Practice to lump together several reports or incidents sceurring 1nf
a tyo-week period and forward them by mail %0 ths provshstjr;ars:ﬂ :}.ﬂ
the area, 17 the headquerters was moving forward at the Yinme ;nd X 5
boundaries were to be shifted, the provost marshal might we}l _o:fv/»;r
these Meeldt incidents to his successor as a means of "getting rid® of
them, TFxperiencec shows that daily contact is necessary 1).6’5‘-@911 Pm:ma-r
705t marshals and Civil Affairs or Military Covermment agencies in ords
for proveost marshals to keep abreast of major and minor crimes 1n ine
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respective areas 3

be In addition to the irmediaste report of
comiitted a semi-monthly report was required shov
of 011l cades and their present status.

majer
Ang 2 brizf kiztery

1. Case Poporfs. The case report rendered by 111 agceonts ==
preseribed by Letter, Headquarters Ruropesn Thiater of (},c;'-'tic.;;
United States Army, Office of the Theater Provost Marsinl, Subjoe
fC¢riminal Invastligation Reports and Proeccdure?, doted 13 .‘aurﬂst-l
and revised 20 February 1945, Distribution was wads indaccérda:‘«c ;_'-“’
7ith the reviscd letter of the 20%h of February 1045 as follems; Falv

3

"Original tos Unit, organization, or staff section ~riekr
may draw the chorgos and spzeifieaticons
azainst the aceused,

lst Copy tor Saire as above, ’

2nl Copy tor IFrovost ifarshal, Army or Base Sectieon acncszrned,

3rd Copy to: Theatecr Frovost Mershal, Birepsan Thimccr of
Operations, Ha,, BETOUSL, 20 337

4th CGopy to: Provost Marshil, U,S, Stratezic iir Feres
¢ases vhercin Alr Oorps pors 4
ageused.,

5th Copy t0: Be rztained in €, I. Dotachmcnt filss,

=

This case report and its distribution wis ganerally satisfactory fer
operation ia the Burcpean Thester.

SHCTION 2

PERSGIMEL 4k RATIIGS

12, 32, Two typcs of criminal investiration units were
juring tho operations, the Type TI (BJI) or ll-man unit = 3
IIT (B%) or l5-man unit, as provided in Table of Orpapization an
Tquipment 19-500, dated 22 April 1944, Tke experience of ecrzand
officera indicate that these units were 3eficiznt in »ersconsl and
ratings in that they 4id not provide perscnnel far cleriexl —ori and
intennnee of transportation and sdequate grades and ratings for in-
vesbignators, 19

b, In the opinion of many covpanding officsrs of units,
one clerk should be provided in addition to the men whe are ~gents,
The elerk in ons of thess units has a full time job renilips eor-
respondencs and tha necessary clerigal dutiss of ths unit. It is
‘he pencral opinion that this mw's rating should be a tockaicinn ¢rade
four, 1108 Numbar 405.5

6. In addition to tho above, the units opsrating '.".?‘:,hin Ay
arcas, where roads werc often in peoor repair, found that vehiclis usrs
Aifficult to maintain, Ordnancs units were often Aifficult to ccmtact
or reash within the ares. A meehanic, rating of taehnician gr'z.c}e five,
or four, :0S Number Olk, essigned 3o fpe unit is necessary for the
proper maintenance of motor vehiclus,

4. Criminal investigstion agents in the nermal courss OS-
thair business often contact high ranking offieers ?.n—‘thi; army. TRey
are souetimes roquired to investigate officers of different T :s:1 )
takes their statements, and gather information f‘rgn t.h_ 1., It iz nere
desirable, therefors, that the agent mest thess individ

u2ls on a TCr+
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equal basis of rank.8'150riminal investigation is a highly responsible
joba The agonts are dealing with the lives of men and in work that
may seriously affect the future of the suspestia. It is expected that
hey will exercise judgient beyond that of the ordinary enlisted man.
Onee am agent is assigned to a case, he is reguir.d to follow through
with 1% until ths criminal is breught to trial, tried and convieted.
HAis 2ray trainisg hos been specialized to this end as has his ex-
k.-eri’ence. To conduct suocessfully investigaticons it is nscessary o
acguire and uphold 2 certain prestige, a prostigs that is very Aif-
fienlt to acguire and mors ¢ifficult t¢ support as an enlistezd man.
Prestige 15 neccssary to secure cocpsration =2nd assistance of person-
acl contacted during the course of an investigation. (Coopsraticn with
criminal investigntion units on the part of officers in the Turopean
Theater has been very geod in these inst-nces where the rank status
ol the wgints was unknown, Eewever, vhen the status beeame knrwn
thoere waz in some- instanccs 2 definite letdoym in ceoyeration which
resultc? in cmbarrassment on the part of thz agent and cn the part of
the officcr(s) involved. The cpinicn of all comimanding officors of
eriminal investig sion units is that the ngents doing thoe same work
in the ficld should a1l have tho sws rasings, Tho table of organi-
zation proserives enlisted ratings ranging frem technician grade five
to mastor scergeant,. These men all 3id the same job ol invesiigating
crimes and as they did the snme vwork they sk-~uld havse had the s=e
rat If they cculdn't do the work, they vere trinsferred to an-
cther unit (i.c. Infansry, ‘uartermnster, Tginsesrs, ete.) mor:
suitable tc rthiir capabilitics. 411 comsanding officers of criminal
investigation units opernting in the Wuropsan Theater were nf the
cginien that the grades and ratings of the perscnnel in these units
WETT inadoeguate for the type of job wnd for the results that
worg accoinplished, Tt ig the cpinicn of 21l agents that tha rating of
=1L eriminnal investigaters should te net less than that of a mstor
sergennt, and yrefcrably at leist that of a warrant officer.

S Mon Tor eriminal investipg tion units wore scloct-d on
the basis cf tholr general intolligencs, past cdueation and goneral
qptitude for the job to bo dopne, It 728 gencrally considered  that
a, criminal investigator should have 1 minimum army gonoral classi-
fieatinn tost scorz of 11CG, shculd have 2 minimun of -~ high schocl
sdueation, shcould have had » mpinimum ¢ two yoars cxporicncs in an
inveostigation field (i.e, paliec investigntion, insurance investi-
satien, ote,) or shculd have in place of thils cxporience, = law
Ceproe in An aceredited college. ;‘3':n¥ of the wmen vho mhde cxecllent
investigateors did have a law degrac.

STOTEON 3
oIz BT
12, Deficicneios. The eoquipment prescribed in Table of Organi-

zation and Buipmont 19-500, was, in the opinion of the ngonts
cperating in tho fisld, deficient fn wmany respects.t-

9. Ths Table N Crganization and Muipment for the Type IIT
(BK) unit provides throc f-ton, 4 x 4, trucks, and cnc t-ton trailer,
2-1heel eargo, to cuch unit, This transportation equipaont is in-
adequrte,  One vshicle for transportaticn purposes should bo furnished
cach 4o agonts working as a team. During active oporations, crganic
transportation was freguently supplemcnted by captured encmy vehiclos,
For moving the unit as 2 vhols, opinichg vary, Some crmmanding
offiecrs of the units have roguested that a 3/4-ton weapons
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carri<r be used for this job. Others felt tnat three y-ton trailsrs
should be provifed each unit. This latter opinion was voiced by
nzmbers of army units where it was apparent that during psriods of
rapid movement, transportation other than thit organienlly supplied
vns Alfficult to acquire, In ths opinion of cormanding officers of
units, the unit sheuld supply its o transportation and not have to
rely on outsids scurccs. This situation was peculiar to units situ-
ated in Torw-rd areas, astached to army headquarters, Somes units
feound 1 3/L-ton weapens earricr ussful for the transpertatica of
recover.t property and the accurulatzd material evidence impoundsd
during the course of their investigations,

be Mmny agents f2lt that the single portabls typewriter
for thz unit was inadequatc for the job. In their opinion a
porcnble tywowriter, or prefcerably a standard typewritsr should have
buen provided fcr cach two agentsy - agoends.overating on cases gere
often separatel from the unit, and in some cases 2id not ses the unit
for n period of possibly weeks, Contact with the unit was often male
only by rendeiing daily reports, writton or verbal (telephone), and
possibly both, TDuring the meantime, the investigation and the cass
report writing, taking statements, etc., necessitatel constant use of
a typewritor in the £isld for cach tean of arents,  Tho standzrd up-
right machine with 2n 11 inch earringe proved to be wore desirable
than the portabls, beecause of the numbor of copies of the casc report
nor:aally required,  The machine will handle six cozies of the case
report with ease. The single btypewritoer provided by the tz=ble of or-
manization and aquipnent was supplementcd by capiured euerny typewriiers
taken in tho field or requisitioned from army dspots or headguarters,

¢, The hand irons furnished mary units werc th: British type
and were oumb creoms an? difficult so operatc, Miny
azeats usel these for chalning stuering wheels of vihicles while laave
ing the vohicles parked, =and provided thzir om Peerless handeuffs,
using their omm funds to purchasc thom,

de Many agronts £21t that the automitic pistel, ealiber .45,
M1911A1l, was ' cumbcersoas p~rticularly in basc sections
or Advancc scetions vhoere ceonditicons were more static. Thuey f:lt shat
3 smaller firearm such as the ¢alider .32 Colt, equipped Wwith shoulder
holster, or caliber 38 Colt Offieinl Police, or caliber .39 Colt
Datoctive Spacial would have heen more satisfactory an? mere suited
to the ncads of the agenss, In army areas, hovever, the calibsr 45
sutomasic was saxtisfactory since conspicucus Aisnlay of firearms was
not unusual, Many agents owned and wsel firearms that they had
brought with then to the Turcpean Continent ad in many instances,
smnll ealiber, light, éneny firearms were sccured and ussd as con-
c@nlet waapons.

SECTIQY )y

THE MILIT.FY POLICT CPININ.L IVVESTIC LTION L3 0RORY

14e  Oweration. Exaumination of physical evidence faken in erimi-
nal investigations was handled initizlly by local poliece lepart-
wcents and pronsrly cualified civilians., This methol of proceiure
was not satisfactory., Tn June 194y, one ten-rnan unit, the 27th rli-
tary Polies Criminal Tnvestigation Section was organized unler speeizl
authority ms a eriminal investigation laboratery. It was designed ani
equippcd to perform expert exanination in ballistie, photographs,
blocd, finperprints, mndwriting, chermieal analysis, and tc renlsr
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expert testimony in all cases in the Buropsan Theatsr 3
teetimony was required. Personnel for this unit Uers scl
the basis of thelr civilian occupation ang expzrisnees t
- ities. Bguipment Cor' the eriminal investigation laberztory w2
rather 4ifficult to secure, but once secured, provel swtisi‘actf:*l'y for
the work that was to be dons, In Septenbar 1644 the laberate
movel to Darls, France, which point was eonsidere? ths mast
to which physical evidence could readily bz brought from
of thz fMuropsan Theater. It was standerd proc=lure Tor 4
working on oa case to personnnlly bring physical ovid
atory 234 hav:s it examined, This procedurs tms Tound to b.
factory when the Ai stanc‘z: tc the laboratciy wns not tom rren
time conswied in ths examination was held to ~ min -

of [ oF A

15. Mobile Laboratory. a. In view of ths travel 2iast-me-s and
poor coumunieaticns, it was decidel that 5 mcobils laberasery
neoessary Lo service the forward araasil During the first wsex
April 16145, a mobile criminal invsstigation 1-i
cperation
wnits ope
amft scrvi

ating with the ~rmiss in Germeny, including a5 wsll thc corgs
: units with the armics,’ This lsborztory was

sbadien, Garmar
1% operatzd from th: 12th truy oroup Bealquartsrs, The

signed to the 27th Military Prlice Criminal Investig-ti
were on temporary Auty with the 12th Army Group,

be (1) The laboratory was installed in an ord
arms regair truek upon vhich certain minor altzrntions w
¥ater tanks having a eapacity of 120 gallous wire nicunted over ths
cad of the truck and piping was installed into the forward seeiicn
of the truck. A partition of plywood closed cff ths front part of
the truck body to providc a photcoraphic 4ark recm, Ths benehes in
the .ruck which are standard equipment provided adcgunte
and the large nwabsr of dArawers and shelf spece umder ths Dinchis
provide? adeguate storage spac: for supplies ani nlso 2 sczule TG
for packing fragile cquipment for travel over rowgh terrain,

(2) The forward portion of the truck was ussd as 2 ¢
graphic dark room and the standard blackcut curtains proved very s
cicnt es 2 meana of sealing off cutside light vhile hendiing i
phetographie matsrials, 4 smell amecunt ¢f taping 7as nd /
seal slight light lsaks. Water supply from the tanks vas pme‘.m'to
the dark recm for processing photogrz phs ani = small sinic irains
through the floor besrds was alac installed., The piping w38 5C 2rrange
that continuous wator supply -eculd be used by eomnceting 2 hose to 2
scuree of watcr supply, i using $he watur from the tanks ouly Then .
othor watcr supply wes nnt aveilable or when the water sup.ly was oud
off, Also locabed in ths forwari section of the $ruck =s stminrd
Zquipment is abwlt-in gasoline heater unit that opsratzs from ‘ch:.-L
six-vols vohicle battery or from cutside source of 11c vlclt.curr;"l'u.
This heating unit provides heat, or, when the h-';ating_umt.is nc;:t- 11}
use, provided a system of foreed ventilatien for the intzrior of the
truck, This feoiture was important so ‘thit tampsraturs: of _DhotO. SOlL‘: .
tions could be mmintained ab even toapirature, particuldrly duving es1d
weathor operation, and also provided a means of vent:}latmg‘m\z»:i:'if
room 1s well as eiding in the drying of fdilms and prints ani kesping

the interior warm and ~ry.

3 The year Seetion of the truck was uzed for bal-
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listics examinations, fingerprint work, handwriting examination ani
general office space, and some of the bench space was oi"teq used fer
some of the photographic processes, The somparison micros‘cope wuas
mounted ¢n the benck top and operated #well from that position é‘—
though a lower position so that the operator could be seated ‘;ouid
have been more desirable. Again the large number of drarmers under
the bench tops allowed for plenty of storage space for instrurents,
ammunition and supplies of all kinds and some of the bench space —as
used for general office work, writing reports and so on, .

co Stardabd equipment with this vehicle is a small gascline
driven motor gencrator of the "Homelite® type, which generates cne
and a half kilowatts of 110 volt alternating ourrent. The cutput of
this generator was barely adequate for the needs of the lahorz=cry.
The generator uses a two cycle motor which operates at 3506 TEVC-
lutions per minute and it is believed that a generator using a fcur
cycle motor and delivering about five kilowatts would give mers even
and dependabtle power. In this installation also was ajded a haawy
duty transformer capable of cenverting 220 volis to 110 volts and
which was bolted to the running board of the truck. In this manner
it was possible to run an extension wire from ths truck tc any scurcc
of 110 volt current, if available, or to 220 volt current and operats
the laboratory at 110 volts as all @uipment was for 110 volt alter-
nating current. In cases vhere thsre was no loeal source of pomer,
or the power supply failed, the motor generator furnish=d currcat to
operate the equipment.

4, When the laberatory arrived in the forward arcas in Gor-
many fully equipped, it was possible to operate independently for 2
period of approximatcly a weesk without additicnal wmater supply sther
than that carried in the tanks. By using the gascline gensrater for
electric power supply the unit was completely independant of any cute
side connzctions and could operate efficiently under any and 211 cir-
cumstances,

e. Due to the rapid movement of the armies in the fiell,
this methol of operation, for the assistance of eriminal investigaticn
units whiéh accompany the armies as well as for the assistence of in-
vestigating officers and the trial judge adveocatszs, appsar%i t':\ have
been of great value. From the first wesk in April 1545 untfl 5 July
1945 this laborabory had ccmpleted scientific exaninaticn of cvidence
on $1 major crimes, which involved the testing of 238 firearms o:I
different vyoes, 228 evidence bullsts submitied fo:f- tests, a:}i 7.:9
cartridge cases which were tested Yo locate specific arms =hich A.a?
been implicated in erimes. Photo-micrographs were I!l?.de OTIMES pullet
conparisons in which suspected arms,were positively‘ 1dent11i;d. and
28 cartridge cases were likewise photographed in x':hlchothc zlmngb.
weapons had been positively idontified, A total of 572 photographic
prints were made during the same period.

f. By the operation of the nobile cri:ni‘nal if‘véstffaﬁlie,
laboratory in the forward areas, & great many major crimes have ;S-.;
solved and trizl of the eulprits by courts martla:l: l}ave l?een sv;r_:(:tic;
fully accomplished, largely because of the scientific crmedd? c*re it
facilities in the immediate vicinity. In most cascs h@ndled m‘_u{lm
forward areas it was physically impossible to transport eiiﬁeﬂf;;ff;:
great distance to the rear echelons bvecause of tranSpcI‘t»’i"f—;i i to
culties encountered on war damaged highways that alreeldyt.ze = b
capacity with vital materials for the troops 2t the front.

g» This laboratory consisted of two vohicles, the labora-
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tory truck, deseribed in detail in the foregoing paragraphs, and one
+-ton 4 x 4 (Jeep) for ubtilidy use. This unit opsrated with a per=
sonnel of three persons, including an officer in charge of the labora-
torye« The personnel and their duties are listed as follows:

(1) - One officer, in command of the laboratory, was
qualified in eivil and military courts in ballistics, fingerprints,
photography and handwriting., He had a background of civil police
experience in that field and was formerly in charge of the Criminal
Investigation Laboratory in the North African Theater.

(2) One agent waa qualified in photography, finger-
prints, handwriting and had a working knowledge of ballistics, He
had a background of c¢civil police cexperience and was last connected
with thc Criminal Investigation Laboratory in Maples, Italy.

(3) One agert was used for general utility. Ee had
mechanical and electrical ability =nd had a general background and
knevledge of eriminal investigation work. He nlso aided in keeping
the eguipment in proper arder.

SECTION %
CENTRALIZATION VIRSUS DECENT RALIZATI O 8,15

16. Background. A centralized eriminal investigation organi-
zation, assigned for operation in Wgland in 1942 and in the early
part of 1943, was contrclled by the Criminal Investigation Division
of the Office of the Theater Provost ¥arshal, Buropean Theater of
Operatlong United States Army, Control of criminal investigation
personnel was Later decentralized to tho provost marshals of armies
and bass sections following protests on the part of base commandsrs
that criminil investigation agents were investigating cases within
their area without informing their provost marshals of the facte
As a consequence criminal investigilion at theater level retained
but staff supervision of criminal investigation units and their
activities and made field inspections only to better fermulate
policies governing their operations,

17. Discussion for Centralization, The conception of centralized
control of the eriminal investigation dctnchments is pattersned after
the Federal Bursau of Investigation in the United States. The com-
manding officers of criminal investigation units in the European
Theater, and the agents are almost unanimous in tha opinion that
there should be centralized control of units and gi ve their reasons
as follows;

a. Personnel may be more expeditiously shifted tc¢ areas of
increased criminal activities as required. This could be accomplished
with the minimum of red tape with or without the consent of provost
marshals of the areas concerned. Concurrence with the provost marshal
is however most desirable and amicable relations should be strongly
encouraged. During the Furopean operations, agents were shifted by
units only and not as individuals. This system lacked flexibility
and it is conceivable that if an area required eight additional agents,
an 2ddition of s Type ITI (BX) unit (14 agents) to the area is cer-
tainly not the most economical use of. these wen.

b. The operations of the criminal investigation detache
ments weuld be more uniform and not subject to the whims of the local
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provost marshalS. Investigation of cases could bo mads
interference and would be completsly unbiassd when
direction. Likewise activities of agents would be
to their duties as stipulated in paragraph 9¢ of Fi

witheut

freed froz loea)
strictly limited
sld ¥anual 1¢-20
c. Cooperation and cocrdination between agints of fi
offices and the other base sections would bs nere uanifeors Tm‘}
oasily secured and maintained. (Crime recognizes no army c-rn;sﬂ.:-'
section boundarics. o

12

[y

d. Centralized control of criminal investigation p rseancl
vas very suceessful in the North African Campzign.

€. In November and December 1944, in cricr to break the
black markct activities along the rzilroad lines of suprly, it -s
necessary to place unite in Normandy, Loire, Seinc 2nd Oisc Rase
Sections directly under the control of the Pirecctor of Criminal Yo-
vestigation Detachisents, Theater Provost Marshal's Office in P-ris,
Frances This control was cxercised only for the investigation cf
this particular activity.

18. Discugsion for Decentralization. a. The oppenents of
centralized control, namely the provost marshals and ccmanding
generals of armies, base scetions, and advance secticns have the
following reasons as objections to centralized controls

(i) Discipline of troops within their respeciive
area is a command function, therefore the investipgation of crimes
oceurring within the area should be the functicon of the frovest
marshal having the jurisdietion over the are:. As cons prevest
marshal put it; "I am unal terably opposed to a Gestapc crgzni-
zation coming intc my area and investigating erizss and incidcnts
within this comaand.®

(2) Provost marshals should have jurisdicticon
over criminal investigation agents to check ﬁi‘.their efficiency
of operation, because they must keep their commanding gencrals
informed of the status of crimes within the arca. Close contact
ard control of criminal investigation agents, thersfore, is 2 prime
necessity.

b. AQuestionnaires answered by base sections and armiss,
corps and divisions are practically unanimcus in the cpin.icn that
eriminal investigation units should be organic within thc?r re-
speetive provest marshal secticns, In several instanccs 1? is
reported by corps and diviasions that such units were crpanized
by detail of selected psraonncl. In cne base secticn a platacn of
investigatars was organized to handle criminal investigations for
the area.

19. Organization for Ccntralization. 2. Advocates of the
centralized control have made the following pxl'oposal ag being
desirable, Diagram of the proposed organizaticn follcis:
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l, DIRECTOR ! Responsible tc Theater Commander

COLONEL

[ LABORATORY b [ INSPECTOR,, LT COL per 75 men.,

1 Capt |
2 1st Lts ;
i DEPUTY INSPECTOR |  IMAJOR
i s
| i |
CFIELD | P FIELD | { FTELD } T"ARTIES WITH |
. OFFICE; { OFFICE | FFICE OF3ANIC CID
1 Chief Agent Capt. PIERSONTTEL

25 Agents,

be It is proposed that the chief of e¢riminal investigation,
a director, head the criminal investigation division at theater level
and should be responsible to the theater commander. Officeys
would be located in all major headquarters. The chief agent,,a
captain, would be directly responsible to the director but womld
have the additional responsibility of maintaining elosc liaison with
the provost marshal of the headquarters in whiceh the field officess
are located. His duties would be very similar to those outlined
for the eriminal investigation staff officer listed in paragraph
ninc. The number of agents assigned to each field office would vary
according to the number of ¢rimes occurring in the area, Chic?f
agents would have control over 2ll agents within the arsza.

NOTE: Upon completion of this study and after it was initially sub-
mitted for approval, the new Table of Organization and Eguipment,
dated 25 Scptember 1945 was rcceived at this headquarters. Such
dcficiencies in table of organization and equipment as noted in this
study and which hive been corrected in the new table are shown as
corrected aefter the appropriate conclusion and no recommendation is
made.,

20. Conclusi@g.l6

a, That photographic equipment as provided in Table of
Organigzation and Equipment No. 16-5%00, dated 22 April 194k, was
adequate, however, there was such a critical supply shortage of
this type of equipment that. many units were forced to give up their
rhotographic equipment prior to embarkation, That photographie sup-
plies were very difficult fo obtain and this gituation persisted
thronghout the cperations. .

b. That the billeting and messing of criminal investi-
gation agents with other troops were not desirable because it re-
duced efficiency.

¢, That liamison and cooperation with other agcncies, such
as Counter Intelligencé Corps, judge advocates, inspector generals,
British Special Investigation Branch, l-ocal authorities and other
ageneies interested in criminal investigation were satisfactory.

d. That the number of criminal investigation agents pro-
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vided Tor the theater of operaticns was inadéquate tc Banile the

investigation of all major crimes in the Surcpean Theater an? te
porform the functicns of eriminal investigaticn units - res:rgb r; i
Field Manual 19-5, and that criminal investigaticn agEnts a"_l; e
available at thec rate of 75 agents for 200,000 treops. T

@, That the Tenm BT, Table of Organizatien ani Taui
menb Noe 19-500, dated 25 September 1945, is o g:merally satis-
Paetory type unit to handle the investigation of mzjer crimes wit
an arry, and that an army in a ncrmal situation requires at lenst
onc ¢f these units,.

f. That thc Tenm BI, Table of Organizaticn 222 Fuips-
ment No. 19-500, dated 25 Sepbonbor 1945, is » 2rlly satis-
factory tyde unit to handle the investigation of majer crizes within
1 eorps, and that a ecrps in 2 neormal situsticn requires at
cne of thase units,

&+ That the TpanB7T, Table of Crganidzaticn ond Tuip-
nent Noy, 19-500, dated 25 September 1945, is & conerally sabisfretory
type unit to handle the investigation of major erimes vwithin a
scetion of the cormunieation zone and that tao allsention shoul? be
as needed and initially en the basis of approximatsly 75 ersats for
200,000 trocps,.

he  That the duties of eriminal investigaticn azents as
o1tlined in paragraph 97, Ficld Manual 19-5, wsrc adeguatc for
ficld eporationsg and nesd no changes but that thers was a tendency
to use eriminal investipation .agents for work that was not within
the scepe of their activities.

i. That agwnts, onee assigned a ease, should remin with
that ease until corpleted, regardless of change of eammand, and thed
the succoss of the investigation was jerpardized if agents wers
cimpged.

j< That the comtrel of eriminsl iavestigetion uaits in
the investigaticn of erimes should be by the comasni to whick tf_w':
unit is assigned or atinched; 2and that shen criminal investigation
units or agents arc a9signed eases in areas of subordinzic e snts
they shnuld be attached to the suberdinate slement Tor cperaticmal
cmtrol Auring the period of the invastigation.

¥. That the additi-n of a erimin=l investigaticn c-fficc?
te the staff of the provost mershal seetisn in base suetitns, 2rm1es
md corps headquartors was A Aistinet advant~ge and insursd the
smeoth opernticn of eriminal invostigaticn activities.

1. That reperts roquircd for cfficicnt cperation arc:
fast
ok

avi

(1) Tmmediate report of 211 major erimes by the‘
pessible means te the ncarest hea duarters kb

nel

criminal investigation oparabing porsnnntl.

est
&

(2) Semi-ncnthly repoerts te shew cnmﬂnd'}p{: cf‘i‘mex:s
the status ~f crime in their areas, 1B order T.u X
permit proper command action, gopies of thas: .
perts should also bo foruarded through command
channols to the Office of thu Theatzr Provast
arshal,
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(3) Case reports rendered by all aments and dia-
tributed as set forth in lettor, dated 20
Februsyy 1945, freom the 0ffice nf the Theat:r
Provost Marshal, Headquarters Turopesn Theater
o Oporatinns.

Iny That close liaison between provest marshals and Civil
APfairs or tlitary Geovernmont agenclies is essential if provost
marchals are o Kecp abreast of crine in their areas,

ne That thore 1s & noed for o mechanie, rating ~f tsch-
nicim grad: five, S fumber Clh, for the Tcam BI and Team BT,
Table of Organizat and Equipment Me, 19-500, dated 25 September
1945 for the maintonance of motor vihicles.

o

That the ratiag of all eriminnl investigators should
arrast ~fficer.

be that

Ly That crirminal investigation agents sh~uld be scleeted
with the fcllowing gualifieations:

(1) Anay general elassification test senre ~f 110
and above.

(2) tinizum of a high schocl educaticn,

of twe yoars expericnee in onc of the frl-
fields of investigution: pelice, iasurance,
or opersonnsl,

(4) If agent has no ficld investigntion oxuerience as
set forth in subparagraph (3), above, he sh-uld
have 2 law degree i an aceredited pollege.

Qe That the Type IIT (BY) units lacked transportation,
This is ccorroeted exeept in the casc of 4-ton trailers in the Table
A7 Creanizaticon and Tguipnent No. 19-50C, éatcd 25 Scoptember 1245,
roe - dived after this study was comnploted.

r, That Ty:ze IT and Tywo TIT units lackecd alequate tywc-
Coguid nh, This is rcascnably cerrceted in Tatle ~f Orrani-
zaticn 1 uipmant Mo, 19-500, dated 25 Scptembor 145, roceived
aftir this gtudy was cmplotad.

Wrlh

5. That the .45 caliber awtematic pistel (rovided f-r all
unite was cumbcerssme in many situations and shruld be replaced with
2 lightsr weapon.

te That thors s 2 need for a criminal investigation
laberatory in ths BTuredean Theater of Qpuratios and that Bhe equip-
sent oaad persc fer criminal inv.stigaticn laboratory @ impro-
vised and c.era in th: Wuropean Theator was adegquate to porform
itg prop.r function.

U, That thire a8 2 nooed for o mebile erininal dnvesti-
satirn laboratory to support the armics,

ve That centralized contrel of criminal invaestigaiicn
! Rurcpean Theater was abandoned in 1943 as a rosult
wretogt on the part of base scetion coanand rg,

ina
strong
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we That ccntralized control of agznts is ~dveeatsid vy
practically all eriminil investigation p-orscnnel, B

Xe That guestionnaires answered by base sseticns, --ei 5
crrps and divisions are practically unanim-us in the ~ 2ot
criminzl investigation units sh~uld be controllzd by
prevost marshal secticns,

]

21, Redcomaendations,

a, That billeting and messing of oriminal iavestication
agents be scparate from other trcops, if 2t all prqcticablg:

b4 That liaison and cooperaticn with =211 A
terested 1n eriminal investigobion be maintained.

¢« That oriminn] investigition units Toam
Orgnization and Fguipment Ne. 1C-500, datcd 25 3=

ds That criminal investigation units Tsan BI,
Organizatir~n and Fguipment No. 19-50C, idated 25 Scp
available for assignment <0 corps at tho rate ~f on:
that agents be abtached by corps te divisicns whan re

quirzd.

e, That cririnal investisation wnits Team 8J, Tubl: of
Organizaticn and Fgulpaent Mo, 10-500, dated 25 Ssplemp.r 1935, b=
assigned to base scctions as ncede?d, and initially available frr as-
signment at approximat:oly the rate of 75 agents pcr 200,000 troizs

fo That criminil investigation agents bo sivon tnly work
that comes within ths scepe of their activities as set rerth in
pwacraph 97, Field WManual 19-5.

£ie
cnse koep that ass
ol change of cormand,

he That the control of criminal investigation units oe
by the commnd to which the unit is assigned cr attached, 2and thtt
when eriminal investigation units or agonts are assipned e23es in
areas of subordinats :lemeats, they be attachel tc the subsriin
eloacnt for operational eontrel during the perd cf investizatione

i. That a criminal investigation officvr be allrtted o
the provest rmarshal scetion of all wcchzleons of command normnlly
having nssigned criminal invostigation unitse

Je» That the Tollowing reports for =fficient cporaticn of
eriminal investigation werk Dbe required:

sm.nts,

(1) Dmmediate reprrt of majer erines by a1l El_ﬂ‘.:-“’ ;
by the fastest possible means te the ncarest ?,;a_-
quartesrs h'zvin'g eriminal investignrticn cperating
porsonnel.

(2)" Seri-montaly roports of majer erimes for d%stlﬁ‘l—
butirn to the commanding officor of ths au’:l ;ntb
which the erimg nceurred, and to the Orficc of Ths

Theater Frovost Marshal.
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(3) Case reports by nll agents,

ke Thnat clese liaison be maintained betreen provest ape
ghnls and Civil Affairs or Military Gevernment az gencies, -
l. Toat Table of Organnizaticn and Fquipient Me, 15-502
Aated 25 Sepbeaber 1945, be anended as fellovs: ’

(l} T= provide ~ne tochaician, fifth grs
Oceupaticnal Speciality No. 01k, .'-.:.
Mechanic) for each Tean BI =nd Tea: 37

(2) Te previde the grade of warrant officsr £or all in-
vaestisators,

(3) Te provide a frailer, I-ton, cargc, 2-
onch I-ton truck.

(4) Te replace tho .b5 ealiber automatic i
the .38 colibor Celt Official Polics
Speeial ¥odol e~mplete with sheuldcr nelster,

e That ceriiiaal investigation agsnts be reguired zc hevs
tha folloving gualificati ons,

(1) Arw general classificstion t:8% serrs of 11C or
above,

(2) winimui of a higk schorl education,

(%]
pN

Minimuw of twe years expericice in o
"

lowing fields of investigatiom: police, insurance,
croperscnnel.

(4) If the agent has no field investigation sxpsrizn
he sheuld have a law deprese fror an accoreditel efi-
lopi

ne. That a table o¢f crganizaticn and eguipnent be
fer a theater eririnal investipaticn laberatory tc izeluls ko
1l and equipicnt te operate such oa laboratory.

0 Thut s table of oriamization and equipuent bs arcvid
for a acbile erisinal investigation laboratory te suppers the an
b inelude the perscnncl and souipuent to operate suchk 2 lakorat-ry

Da Thnb the contrnl of cr" 1rnal ll".VL,Sth'iulCn scTivitics

nd ersrcise eorrzand

el corps, and tmt gach eehclon of ¢
sting Acctriae of crmmand

staff supurvision in nceordsnce with
. ataff prcapensibilities.
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